Kristin’s Class Newsletter

Clara Barton Open School March 12, 2007 kristinlorna@comcast.net 763-533-1092

***********************************************************************


Dear Families,

Our field trip to the CAAM Dance Theatre performance Monday morning, first thing.  I can’t wait!  It will be fun to see Lydia dance, although I hear that the make up and costumes are elaborate and we won’t know exactly which dancer she is!   
Last Week


First, we finished up European artists with a project called “Five Fish.”  We painted fish five times- like Van Gogh, Matisse, Suerrat, Monet and Picasso.  We also wrote poetry about fish.  

Next, we hopped across the world to South America.  We heard about Peru from our friend Mary Ann, read a few folk tales and started a wonderful mural based on The Dancing Turtle.  We also started a three-class mural project that involves enlarging a small part of a small picture and making it a small part of a big mural.  It’s going to be amazing!

We thought murals would be a cool way to approach art in South America, where the art is so much “of the people.”

Africa

Murals are also a big thing in Africa, where we’ll travel next.  We’ve chosen some folktales to read, and will be doing some work with patterns and fabrics.  Robin, our dance resident, has started teaching us an African American dance to go with our repertoire from Japan, Taiwan, Denmark, Russia, Israel and Trinidad.  

Book Clubs


The book club lunches are going well, and will meet this week on Tuesday, not Wednesday.  If you need help reading your chapters, let me know right away!
Spelling Notes


I am so proud of everyone’s progress with spelling!  I just want to remind all of the parents that the list is meant to be flexible- doable for beginning readers and challenging for fluent readers.  Please help your children celebrate all of their success with the spelling tests- both words spelled the “dictionary” way and words that are sounded out.  If your kids enjoy practicing the hard words at home, go for it!  If it’s causing any stress it’s better to stick to the easier words and encourage “sounding out” a little while longer.
We Need:

Glue Sticks, Black Sharpies (lots), Table Wipers, Healthy Snacks.
Thanks!  Kristin

P.S. Happy Anniversary- to me!  AJ and I have been married 30 years today!  Isn’t that something? 
