Kristin’s Class Newsletter

Clara Barton Open School February 20, 2007 kristinlorna@comcast.net 763-533-1092
********************************************************************************

Dear Families,

Aaahhh!  Wasn’t it a great weekend?  Tommy, Amanda and I took a trip to Chicago to see my Aunt Lorna (98 years old!) and Uncle John. Since they can only put up with visitors for a couple hours, that left lots of time for eating, shopping and museums.  I hope you all had the weekend of your dreams too.

Last Week


We read more stories from Asia and looked at beautiful Hmong story cloths.  We are working on producing story cloths of our own (on paper.)  We also had a great Valentine’s party!  Thanks to Max’s family, Hannah’s family and Julian’s family, who provided the treats, and Sam’s mom Rachel, who came to the party and helped keep it together.  
Dance with Robin


We had another great session with Robin Nelson.  We learned quite a complicated dance from Israel, and practiced our dances from Russia, Japan and Taiwan.  I bet you’re wondering- will you ever be invited to see the dances?  The answer is- yes!  Watch for news about our “dance party” in March.

Coming Up

This week we’ll travel to Europe for a taste of art and culture.  Since there is way too much to learn about, we’ll just pick out a few cool pieces to study.  And paint on our backs like Michelangelo, of course. Wear old clothes, this week, because we’ll be making lots of art!  
Book Clubs


I hope you got the book club letter last week and have chosen the book you’d like to read with your child.  If not, here are the titles:

Mr. Popper’s Penguins

The Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

The Trumpet of the Swan

Choose a book, buy or borrow one, find a cozy corner and start to read!  We are going to discuss the chapters at school, according to the schedule you’ll get today on your official book club bookmark.  At home, all you have to do is cuddle up, read the book to your child and have fun talking about the story.  Written work is a homework choice this time, not a “have to.”  If, for any reason, you need your child to hear the book at school instead of at home, just let me know.  

 Happy reading! Thanks, Kristin
PS.  Leonardo’s Basement needs empty Girl Scout cookie boxes. Bring yours in and Phoebe’s mom will deliver! 
