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***********************************************************************


Dear Families,

There’s nothing like a long weekend, is there?  It seems like ages since we were in school.  I hope you all had fun with your families.  I did!  Now it’s time to get right back to work.

Stone Soup


We spent our short week making and serving Stone Soup.  Thanks to everyone who was able to come.  I think it was our tastiest soup ever.  The practical part of the activity is that students learn to scrub and chop vegetables, prepare for a meal, serve it and clean it up.  They did it all!  I just gave all of the veggies a final rinse and look-over before they went into the pot.  I wish you had all been there to see your kids earnestly and skillfully preparing the vegetables to cook.  Most of you were there to see the proud servers at work, but you missed the teamwork after- there was a flurry of soup suds, dish towels and brooms.  I didn’t have a bit of clean up to do after the kids were gone.  

Stone Soup is also about the quality of the product and the quality of the experience.  The soup is delicious because it is made by sharing food and sharing work.  Learning to clean up together is a struggle for first and second graders, but our struggle has been fruitful.  We have learned to break tasks down into their parts, work together and celebrate when we are done.  

This Week


We are going to learn where paper comes from!  I think we’ll be making some paper too, and thinking about all of the things that we can do with paper.  

There is an interesting chain of thinking that happens as we study about how things are made.  When we were thinking about bread, we thought about all sorts of things that come from wheat, and also all of the other elements of bread.  It’s as if bread has ancestors ( wheat, etc) and offspring (sandwiches and French toast) and cousins (cookies. pasta and pretzels.)  I bet we find a similar web of products that are related to paper.  

Wild Rumpus


I got lots of neat books from the Wild Rumpus Bookfair.  Thanks for your generosity!

Book Clubs


I hope you made your selections and found your books this weekend.  Look at the “Have To” homework this week for instructions in how to proceed.  If you need help, write or call.
Thanks, Kristin

