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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Dear Families,

I sure enjoyed seeing all of you at the author’s tea on Thursday!   Thanks to Tova Breen, our second grade helper, who made sure everyone could read with confidence.  Thanks to Mike, Kathy S., Julie and Kathy L, who helped with different phases of the number books.  Thanks to our practicum students, Allie and Amanda from the U of M and Suzanne from Hamline, who made sure kids were caught up and ready to present.  Most of all, thanks to our students, who were brave, poised, and full of interesting stories to tell.  If you missed it, don’t worry- you’ll have lots of chances for you to see your kids shine!
Homework

I am happy to say that the homework basket is empty!  I have commented on each piece and am sending it home today.  I always look at homework right away, but it takes me a while to respond to each piece the way I want to.

As I was looking at student work this weekend, I thought of all the time it represents. Thank you for your efforts.  It is clear that lots of kids enjoy their homework; it’s inspiring to see everyone’s ideas.  I am also sending the wands and the tunnel books. Other work is staying at school as part of the student portfolio of work.  Feel free to visit it when you want.

From Start to Finish

Our new unit starts today.  Our key questions are:

*Where do things come from?

*Where do things go?

*How can I be a responsible producer and consumer?

We were going to call our unit “To Market, to Market,” but changed our minds.  We want to concentrate on making and using more than buying and selling, so we decided From Start to Finish fits better.
Wheat

We like the idea of thinking about products that have a common family tree, and will be starting with products that are made from wheat.  Our central story this week is The Little Red Hen.  It is all about sharing work, and all of the elements of making bread.  It’s a fairy tale too!  Just can’t stop!
Math

We’ll be  learning about money the next few weeks.    Gather your change for some homework activities, and start talking to your kids about money.
Save the Dates:

Nov. 18.  Lantern Walk. (sundown)

Nov. 21.  Stone Soup Lunch. (11:00)

Thanks!  Kristin
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