Kristin’s Class Newsletter

October 30, 2006 Clara Barton Open School 763-533-1092 kristinlorna@comcast.net
***********************************************************************


Dear Families,


Saturday I was sitting with my grandson Kellen (who turns 3 in December).  We were drawing balloons.  I was impressed because he knew his colors (“ Make a red one, Gwamma!  Now make a poiple one, Gwamma!) and identified the K and the E when I wrote his name.   Wow! Then he tried to pick up the balloons.  “Can I hold them, Gwamma?”  There he was, scratching at the paper with his little hand, trying to pick up balloons drawn with a crayola marker.  He even cried a little when it didn’t work out. 

I got to thinking about our 1st and 2nd graders, who already know so much, but still have big gaps in their experience and knowledge. They have big vocabularies and intense interests, but haven’t lost all of their baby words.  They are sometimes overwhelmed by the need for rest, a little snack, or a small upset.  They are still  prone to magical thinking.  

It’s fun to teach kids who are 6,7 and 8, because it’s a time of intense growth and change, kind of like the time between 2 and 3.  It’s also tricky.  Kids can seem ready for harder work, more sophisticated stories, or more independence, but it’s important to keep checking and be sure that the choices we make for our kids are wise ones.
Homework-


Here’s a really wise choice for you- No homework this week!
Costume Party

 We will go to the center for Book Arts in the morning, arrive back at school at 11:15 or so, play outside a little, and then eat a special surprise lunch organized by our fabulous party parents!  Then we’ll have some crafts and games.  Kids can wear their costumes to school or put them on right before the party.

Happily Ever After

Author’s Tea


The author’s tea is Thursday at 8:00 a.m.  Each child will read an original fairy tale and show off other books produced this fall. It usually lasts about an hour.   All are welcome!   Bring your camera-  it’s pretty cute. 
 The Lantern Walk


The Lantern Walk is an early evening event for families who wish to gather at Lyndale Farmstead Park, sing, eat some snacks, and welcome the shorter days.  Save November 18 and watch for more info- also save cans that are soup size or bigger and send them to school.  We’ll use them to make the lanterns!  

Thanks!  Kristin
