Kristin’s Class Newsletter

April 17, 2006  Clara Barton Open School  kristinlorna@comcast.net   763-533-1092
**********************************************************************************

Dear Families,

It was a short and busy week!  I hope you enjoyed the long weekend, and are ready to resume the full schedule.

Bones, Bones, Bones


We had a great time learning about bones last week.  We got to look at real bones (from a cow) and see how they were put together in a full sized skeleton, too.  Did you know that bones do more than hold you up?  Ask your kids to tell you about what bones do for us.


Just for fun, we made macaroni skeletons.  It is an interesting way to start thinking about the different sizes of bones and they way they are put together.  Look for them hanging in our hallway!

What Big Muscles!


It seems logical to add muscles to bones this week.  Our spelling words are about muscles, and lots of the homework is about using your muscles.  We can easily find real animal muscles to look at, too-  that’s what meat is!  
Eww!  Nasty!..(not)


Of course, when we looked at the bones the first time, some of the kids said, “EWW!  NASTY!”  That’s what cornier teachers call a “teachable moment.”   I am taking every opportunity I get to talk about how important and special our bodies are, on the inside and out.  Our key questions for this unit are:

*What does my body do?

*How does my body work?

*How can I keep my body strong, healthy and safe?

My hope is that our students develop a high level of respect for their bodies and have all the tools the need to take very good care of themselves.  I think we’ll know our kids are learning to respect themselves when we hear fewer “EWW! NASTY!” comments and more “HEY!  COOL!”  Ready for the “teachable moments” that come up at home?  
Sell Green Plants!


Today was the official last day for the plant sale, but if you forgot, just send your forms and money tomorrow.  Thanks!
We Need:
Next time you are shopping, we need a few things:  

*Sponges

*Healthy snacks

*clear tape

*Markers
*Spray Cleaner (not bleachy)

Thanks!  Kristin
