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************************************************************************

Dear Families,

Hooray for three day weekends!  AJ, Amanda and I spent ours on a quick trip to Chicago!  Hooray for Chicago!  It turns out that 6 is a perfect age for a museum-hopping weekend.  6 year olds set a nice, fast pace through the exhibits, only stopping to ponder the truly good stuff.  They see to it that we eat and rest enough, but not too much.  They force us to go to bed early and get up early.  We had so much fun!  You should go!  I’m refreshed and ready to join my other favorite 6 and 7 and 8 year olds for another fast paced week, with some pauses to ponder the good stuff.  
Last Week


Our city Lake Clara was built and ready for business on Valentine’s day.  We had no names on the houses, of course, but each building had an address and the kids had to look their friends up in the Lake Clara City directory in order to distribute their valentines.  It was awesome!  We’ll set the city up from time to time and send each other letters and stuff.  We are working on a way to combine our city with Dawn’s and Christina’s.  Thanks to Rhonda Meyers for providing the treats for our little party and helping at the end of the day.
Math Stuff


We have been working on picturing multiplication with arrays.  Ask your kids if you don’t know how these work.  The first graders have been reviewing their addition facts through stairstep patterns.  They also brought home fact triangles, a special kind of flashcards that emphasizes the relationship between adding and subtracting.  I decided to send home the everyday math workbooks too.  They weren’t getting enough use in the classroom, since they are part of a curriculum that we aren’t using.  I think they will be better used for kids who want more practice at home.
This Week


We’ll continue to think about what makes our city special and what our city was like a long time ago. We’ll continue reading The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich.  We are also having a series of Science/Inquiry lessons taught by Joselyn, Lyn and Natalie, our practicum students.  We’ll be looking at rocks and fossils. 
More about glaciers


Did you know that before the glaciers covered Minnesota there were mountains as high as the Himalayas?  Do you know why we don’t have dinosaur fossils in Minnesota?  Ground up by glaciers!  Did you know that the elevation of Minnesota is still rising?  It’s still recovering from the release of pressure after the glaciers receded 10,000 years ago.  We’ve made a timeline in the hallway that shows how long ago the glaciers happened and how long they lasted.  If you find some interesting dates for  our timeline, send them in with a picture and a sentence or two.  We’ll put them on the timeline!  Thanks!  
