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Dear Families,
Well, tomorrow is the big day!  Children really look forward to Valentine’s Day, don’t they?  It’s one of my favorites too.   We’ll take some time in the morning to think about what qualities we value in one another.  In the afternoon, we’ll deliver valentines to our houses and businesses in our new city.  
Have you seen it yet?  Each student made a house or a business out of a shoe box.  We decided where the buildings should go.  We decided that the residential buildings (houses, apartments and hotels) should go around Lake Clara, and the businesses and service buildings are interspersed in very practical and thoughtful ways.  What great city planners your kids are!    Thanks to Karla Hill, Aubrey’s mom, who laid out the streets for us.  
We’ll keep the city in class for a while, while we continue to explore our own city and what makes it special.

The Timeline


With the help of Natalie, Lyn and Joselyn, our practicum students, rooms 102, 104 and 106 have installed a huge timeline in our hallway.  We are looking for items to place on the timeline.  Look for a related item on your homework list!
This Week


Last week we learned about the glaciers that once covered our state and formed our beautiful terrain. (We read non fiction about glaciers and Paul Bunyan stories too.)  We pretended we were glaciers and had academic choice about glaciers.  Now it’s time to think about the first people who lived in our area.  We will be reading stories and legends from the Ojibwe and Dakota traditions.  Our spelling words come from a beautiful story called The Legend of the Lady Slipper.   I will also be reading The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich. 
Camping


It’s official!  We have reserved our campground for May 18 and 19.  Dawn, Christina and I would like to have a parents’ meeting soon.  We’ll discuss everyone’s ideas for making the camping trip run smoothly and be rich with meaningful activity.  Be thinking of your camping ideas and watch for a meeting date soon.
NAAPID


Thanks to all of the parents who spent time at school today!  

Kristin

